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everyday dress, a sure sign that the King and the chiefs felt at ease.
After the usual compliments. Sir John asked him point-blank to let
the exiles return, mentioning particularly his own daughter Charlotte.
The King became visibly affected and said, " I did not want them to
go. Let them come back. They were driven away." After a short
silence Sir John said, " Will you also release the prisoners at Tofua
and other places who have committed no crime but holding religious
services, and others who were imprisoned on the personal order of
Mr. Baker after the case had been dismissed by the Supreme Court?"
" Why go on?" said -the King. " This is a day of rejoicing. Let all
prisoners be set free!"
This was more than had been asked. Every prisoner who had more
than twelve months to serve was immediately turned loose upon
society. -At the subsequent tyva party the King asked more than once
what other measures he could take to ensure the well-being of his
country, and the chiefs asked leave to go out and proclaim the good
news to the people waiting in the road. No one slept in Nukualofa
that night. On July 17 Baker went on board the mail steamer before
any one was up, and the same afternoon Sir John Thurston and his
staff landed to receive the thanks of the people. The King's band
played " Rule, Britannia " when they landed and continued to play
while thousands of natives of both sexes filed past laying presents at
the feet of their visitors. Not for long at their feet, for the procession
seemed interminable, and the pile before them grew until it was
higher than their heads, while the visitors' arms ached with shaking
hands.
Before the Rapid left, the King sent a written request to Sir John
to send them someone as an adviser. It had been Baker's policy to
make government as complicated as possible in order to convince the
Tongans that it was an art beyond any powers but his. The records,
when they were kept at all, were written in English. The code of law
was ambiguous and clumsy, and many of the laws were mutually
contradictory. Few had been translated from English into the
language of those who were to obey them. The Government Gazette
itself was printed in English. There were heavy liabilities abroad:
even a tramway had been ordered, and the rails were rusting, unpaid
for, on the beach. The assets were under ^2,000, which was insuffi-
cient for paying the arrears of salary due to Government officials. Sir
John replied that he would lend them a man, not quite unknown to